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What is the right to health? 
The  Right  to  health  means  that  the  state  must  take  steps  to  

and  healthy  life.  This  includes:

Why are human rights important?

Why is the right to health important?
If  you  are  not  healthy

are  human  
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The South African Constitution  applies  to  all  people  living  in  South  Africa  and  

states  that  your  human  rights  must  be  respected  by  the  courts,  parliament,  private  

The Bill of Rights in the Constitution states that:  

and  that  the  State  should

The Bill of Rights also says that:
‘

South Africa signed
1. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights  agreed  upon  by  the  

  

2.  The United Nations Committee on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights (ICESCR) (2000) General Comment No.14, states that:
‘Health  is  a  fundamental  human  right  indispensable  for  the  exercise  of  other  human  



1.  The  right  to  health
2.  Community  involvement  and  the  right  to  health

People’s Health Movement
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The  People's  Health  Movement  South  Africa
Tel:     021  4475770  

Url:     www.phmsouthafrica.org

e-‐mail:     coordinator@phmsouthafrica.org


